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Gin 7s xxii. from the Beginning to 
Verſe 12th, 


And it came to paſs, aſter theſs Things 
(viz. after a long Tra& of pious 
Conduct, and habitual Divine Re- 
velation, as in the Ten foregoing 


Chapters) that God did tempt (or try) 


1 — Take now thy Son, 
thine only Son Iſaac, 3 thou 
loveſs —— And offer bim there, 


for a 9 — 


H Is Portion of Scripture i is much 
inſiſted on, by the modern Ad- 
vocates of Infidelity. The Queſ- 
tion is, How the Command of 
God, and the Conformity of 
Abraham, can be vindicated ? 1. . How they 
can conſiſt with moral Equity, or the Duty 5 
and natural Affection of a Parent? 


x Fs 4. 1. To 


144 


6 1. To prepare the Way ſor removing 
this Difficulty, I ſhall here premiſe ſome 
material Conſiderations, viz. 


1/7, That God can impart his Mind to 
his own Creature, Man; even in a Way 
that is external. This cannot be denied by 
any who are conſcious, that one Man can do 
ſo to another. 


zdly, That if God did, in an extraordina- 
ry Manner, reveal his Mind, the Revelation 
of if muſt be ſtill accompanied, with ſuch 


pregnant Evidence, as could not fail to give 
an abſolute and full Satisfaction or Convic- 


tion to the Perſon who received it, that it 


was God himſelf who was the Author of 


that Revelation. For, otherwiſe, how could 


ſuch a Perſon either proceed to act upon the 
Faith of it, in any thing commanded; or 


impart it to others as a divine Revelation, 


with a 7hus ſaith the Lord? 


Zalh, T hat the Hiſtory of this Tranſ- 
action, not only affirms that this Revelation 


was from God; but alſo plainly ſhews, that 


Abraham had a right Conception of it. For 


God approves of his Conduct, in the 15th 


and following Verſes of this Chapter (and 
Heb. xi. 17, 18, 19. Jam. ii. 21. Rom. iv. 3. 
Gal. 1 Lit. 6.) and this very Inſtance of it was 

rewarded, 


| 


7 # 
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rewarded, and extolled by God, with the 


higheſt Commendation. 


4thly, It is to be obſerved, that though 
ſome of a diſorder'd Imagination, may real- 


ly deceive themſelves, and endeavour to im- 


poſe their Deluſions, or groundleſs Preten- 
ſions to Divine Revelation, upon others ; 
yet, with regard to the Caſe before us, 


there is no Shadow of Suſpicion left, that it 


could be fo. For Abraham was a Man of 


ſingular Prudence, whole diſtinguiſh'ld Wiſe 
dom and Conduct, as well as the Riches and 
Princely Dignity which he had thereby ac- 


quired (under the divine Fayour) render'd 
him honour'd and eſteem'd by the great 


Ones of his Time. 


5thly, Neither is there here left the leaſt 


I: - Shadow of Suſpicion, that, in the Caſe be- 
fore us, Abraham could be impoſed on, by 


any Fondneſs or ealy Credulity, to imagine 


this Command was from God, without ſuch. 


full and rational Evidence, as render'd it 


abſolutely manifeſt. For, firſt, the Com- 
mand, in itſelf, and in all its Circumſtances, 
was of an extraordinary kind ; ſeeming at 


firſt View, unlikely to proceed from God 
the Fountain of infinite Goodneſs, and ap- 


pearing contradictory to the Law of Nature, 


and Principles of Humanity ; and therefore 
required to be well examined, 2dly, Be- 


cauſe 


61 

cauſe it was to Abraham himſelf a Thing of 
unexpreſſible Horror, and ſhocking beyond 
all Compariſon ; and therefore did awfully 
demand of him, the moſt mature and ſtrict 
Examination. 3dly, and eminently too, Be- ) 
cauſe Abraham was 1o far from being a ſim- 
ple or weak-minded Man, that, on the con- 
trary, he had attained great Knowledge and 
Experience, eſpecially by ſuch a long and 
1 habitual Intercourſe with God, as was by 
' this Time dignified with the Title of Friend- 
| ſhip, For it came to paſs fer theſe Things, 
EZ as the Text expreſſeth it When the Child 
Samuel was the firſt Time honoured with a 
divine Revelation, he did not diſcern it was 
from God, until he was inſtructed by old 
Eli, who had prophetical Experience, and 
did, doubtleſs, perceive it to be ſo, from 
 Circumſtancgs not mentioned in that ſhort 
Narration. But Abraham was now ſo expert, 
that divine Revelation was become familiar 
FT to him, and he could not fail to know he 
EF hriceof his Beloved from the enſnaring Lan- 
| guage of a Stranger. Before this Time he 
[9 had been long trained up to this diſcerning 
skill, which had render'd the Criteria of 
1 a Revelation from God, familiar to him. 

We have no leſs than nine ſolemn ones upon 
Record. | 


q The Premiſing and Eſtabliſhing of the five 
| mentioned Conſiderations, will ferye to diſ- 


| 


ſi pate 


3 
ſi pate a great many little Cavils, by which 
the modern Infidels endeayour to obſcure and 
embarraſs this Queſtion, And they will like- 
wiſe be uſeful for clearing the propoſed Dif- 
ficulty, if we ſhall here Join with them 
three other important Truths, vis. 


„That the infinite Creator and Giver of 
Life hath an abſolute Right to lengthen, or 
ſhorten it, at his Pleaſure; as alſo to order 
and determine the Way and Manner of the 
Death of mortal Creatures, either by a Fe- 
ver, Peſtilence, Sword, or Famine, by a 
Stroke or a Fall by a natural or a violent Death, | 
even tho they be not actually criminal. And 
to talk here that a Man's Life is his Property, 
is trifling : For no Man can have any Pro- 
perty that 1s abſolutely independent ; no, 
not of his own Life. It is the groſs or will 
ful Ignorance of this, that makes our mo- 
dern Deiſts plead the Right a Man hath to 
take away his own Lite. 


Therefore, in all the Events of Provi- 
dence, by which Life may be taken away, 
the divine Equity can neyer be impeached. 


2dly, Far leſs is it any juſt Objection 
againſt the Juſtice and Goodneſs of God ; 
it he, as the univerſal Governor, ſhall, in 
the Virtue of this his abſolute Right, order 
the Lite of any Individual to be taken away, 


how 


1 
how innocent ſoever, for advancing the more 
extenſive and nobler Ends of his Providence, 
ſuch as the Attainment of a greater Benefit 
to Mankind, or the affording an illuſtrious 
13 of Virtue, or * other higher 
En 


Eſpecially, 3dly, when he hath it in his 
Power, either to reſtore the Life of the Per- 
ſon ſo diſpoſed of, or, in Exchange thereof, 
to impart a greater F elicity. 


Theſe zhree Truths laſt hinted, cannot 
be diſputed : And when they are joined 
with the five foregoing Confiderations, do 
plainly afford great Advances towards the 
Clearing of the propoled Difficulty, with 
regard to the vindicating of the divine Equi- 
ty, and the Innocency of Abraham's Con- 
duct. Yet, in this notable Tranſaction, there 
are weighty Circumſtances, from which Dif- 
ficulties do ariſe, to the Clearing whereof, 
altho* they are very uſeful; yet they are not 
alone ſufficient. 


6. 2. The Order in which I chuſe to re- 
preſent the Difficulties, is as follows, VIZ. 


ft, Had not God promiſed to Abraham, 
that in his Son {/aac, not only his own Seed 
ſhould be multiplied, but all Nations bleſ- 
ted? How then could he be ſatisfied that 
the 


194 
the Truth of the divine Promiſe was not vio- 
lated by this ſuppoſed Command, and the 
Suppoſal of his Obedience to it? Had he 
not Reaſon to ſuſpect the Command was an 
Impoſture? or, How could his Mind be ex- 
tricated from its Perplexities, under ſuch 
1 of Temptation ? | = 


2dly, How could he conſent to take away 
the Life of an innocent Perſon, nay, of //aas, 
his own guiltleſs Child, and be himſelf the 
Executioner of the Child, the only Child of 
the virtuous and affectionate Sarah; and by 
ſuch an Action of Barbarity to treat her with 
greater Cruelty than if he had taken away her 
own Life ? Had not God planted in his Soul 
the unchangeable Principle of common Equi- 
ty, not to ſlay the Innocent? Had not God 
_ endow'd and impregnated him with that na- 
tural Affection, which is originally inter- 
woven in the very human Conſtitution ?_ 
Muſt the virtuous Abraham, with his own 
Hands, become the Ar in this bloody 
Tragedy ? How could he ſuffer it ever to 
enter into his Thought, that a Command, 
every way ſo ſhocking, could proceed from 
the eternal Fountain of Equity and Good- . 
| neſs? Is it poſſible that the God of infinite 
Juſtice and Mercy, the Father and Lover of 
Mankind, could eyer authorize, or expreſly 
command wif WE 
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oY Altho' the Revelation which we cn- 


of and believe, had never mentioned God's 


Deteſtation and Abhorrence of the offering up 


any human Sacrifice, as it doth moſt expreſly, 


Deut. xii. 30, 31. where he declares it to 
be an Abomination to him; yet it is, in 


Itſelf, ſo grating to human Nature, as to af- 
fect it with the utmoſt Horror, inſomuch 


that it is aſtoniſhing that any of Mankind 
ſhould ever have become ſo degenerate and 
abandoned, or ſo impos'd on by the Devil, 
as to be drawn into the Practice of it. And 
therefore, ſurely Abraham, who had the true 
Idea of God, could never think ſuch a Sa- 
crifice Would be acceptable. How then 
could he believe the Command to offer it, 
did truly proceed from his God, the God of 


infinite Perfection, Love, and Goodneſs ? 


This is the Sum of the Difficulties * their 


utmoſt Force, which are neceſſary to be re- 


moved, for the Satisfaction of a rational and 5 
| candid Mind. 


6. 3. Before I proceed to ſolve theſe Difi- 
culties, I ſhall make ſome ſhort Remarks 
upon three Things which have been pleaded 
iu their Extenuation, though, in Reality, 


they are not latisfactory. | 


1/7, It 
— — , | | 


© Sp 


E405] 


, It may indeed be ſome Abatement of 


the Difficulties to be removed, that the Event 


declares it was not God's Deſign, that I/aac 


ſhould be actually offered in Sacrifice. But 


this is far from being an effectual Solution. 


For it was plainly the Intention of God, that 
Abraham ſhould believe he had fo coliinand- 


ed him expreſly. And it is manifeſt, that 
the Trial of his Faith and Obedience con- 


liſted in this particular Circumſtance; and 


therefore the Difficulty is no leſs preſſing, ſo 
far as relates to the Satisfaction of Abrahams 


Conſcience as to his Conduct, than if God 
had really intended the actual Execution. 


A ſecond thing pleaded, which may ſeem 
to be an Abatement of the propoſed Difficul- 
ties, is, that there is Reaſon to think J/aac 
was himſelf willing and conſenting. For he 
had Strength ſufficient to carry the heavy 


Burthen of ſo much Wood, as might ſut- 


fice to perform the Burnt-Offering ordered; 
and conſequently to have reſiſted the weak 


old Man, who was an hundred Years old 


when hls Son was born. This indeed is ſuf- 


_ ficient to prove, that J/aac was himſelf con- 


ſenting ; tho' we ſhould have no Recourſe 
to the Fewiſh Traditions; ſome of which 
Tay he was then 37 Years, others 30; Bochart 


makes him 38; Joſephus 25 ; and this Hiſ- 


torian relates a long pathetick Conference, 
5 2 | which 
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which paſſed on the Mountain between the 
Father and Son, to teſtify the Conſent of the 
latter. But there is no need of this preca- 
rious Proof; for, without Recourſe to it, 
the Reaſon * N given, renders J/aac's con- 
ſenting to undergo. whatever God had or- 
dered, manifeſt. However, when we con- 
ſider, 1ſt, That TJaar's Life was not abſo- 
lutely at his own Diſpoſal : And, 2dly, That 
Abraham was to have taken away the Life 
of an innocent Perſon ; the whole Difficulty 
relating, to the Equity of the Command, 15 
the Juſtification of Abraham's Conduct, 
but little leſſened by T/aac's Compliance: 


34h, There are ſome who plead, that the 
very Nature of Juſtice, Righteouſneſs, Vera- 
city, Sc. flows only from the arbitrary Will 
of God; and therefore that in 35 Caſe 


under Conſideration, the Suppoſal of a di- 


vine Command, how much ſoever otherwiſe 
unjuſt, is ſufficient to vindicate its Equity. 
1 aſe the Language of the Schools, this is 
their Prima Regula Morum, their een 
tal Principle with regard to the Nature of 
moral Good and Evil: The Principle on 
which they pretend to eſtabliſh and juſtify 
their, Doctrine of Abſolute Reprobation, 
w hich is by Calboin himſelf called Horribile 
Decretum, a Horrible Decree. But what do 
theſe Gentlemen mean, when they ſpeak of 
God as a being of infinite Juſtice, Pinkie 
% ouſneſs, 


* 


L 3.4 
ouſneſs, Truth, &c.? What is their Nea of 
the unchangeable God, or even of his neceſſary 
Ex iſtence? Their Language and pretended; 
Idea of God, can have no fixed Senſe or 
Meaning, if theſe Perfections, which are ſaid 
to be eſſential to him, are not fixed and im- 
mutable. If Fuftice, Righteouſneſs, Truth, 
&c. as well as wnchangeable and neceſſary 
Exiſtence, are not neceſlarily fixed, eternal- 
ly inherent in, and derived from the Nature 
of the infinitely perfect Being; their Senti- 
ments of theſe Perfections in the Deity are 
perfectly inconſiſtent and fallacious, and 
they can neither be underſtood by others, 
nor underſtand themſelves. This Reaſoning 
ſubverts at ogce the very fundamental Prin- 
diple upon which that Doctrine muſt ſtand or 
fall; and I am ſurpris'd that I do not ob- 
ſerve it inſiſted on. 


Theſe ſhort Remarks upon the three 
Things that have been pleaded, may make 

it apparent that they are not ſatisfactory. It 

is therefore neceſſary to ſearch further for 
the due Solution of the propoſed Difficulties. 


g. 4. To enter then upon this Inquiry, in 

32 rational Manner, is the Task 1 have un- 
dertaken; And to do it, with Gandowr and Clear. 

I//, It muſt be acknowledged by all, that 

if Abraham had not the moſt clear and ab- 

= ſolute 


3 

| [14] 

| ſolute Evidence, that the Command was tru- 

0 Iy from God; not only the Execution of it, 

| but the Intention to perform it, and every 

| Advance in order to it, would have been a 
| moft barbarons Impiety. But then, with 
regard to this, the five Confiderations which 
| have been premiſed and eſtabliſhed (g. 1.) 
| leave no reaſonable Ground of doubting, 
| that he truly had the moft plenary and ab- 

Jil ſolute Evidence for his Conviction, that the 
| 
| 


Command did certainly proceed from God 3 
and the very Poſſibility that Abraham had 
this clear and abſolute Evidence is enough 

to my Purpoſe, and will diſſipate all Abſur- 
dity relating to this Point. 


5 * 

However, let not the Des here take 
_ Umbrage, from my affirming, that the Con- 
1 ſiderat ions premifed ( in 4. 1.) leave no 
juſt Ground of Suſpicion, that Abraham was 
not well fatisfied and duly convinced of this 

119 Point; as if I were pretending, that thoſe 
$i five Confiaerations were ſufficient to prove 
[ againſt a Deiff, that this Command given to 
U Abraham, was from God. For the Proof of 
1 this Point is not my preſent Task. I am only 
_ defending it againſt the Cavils and Objecti- 
| 


ons of the Deiffss The proving that the 
whole Bible is from God, and conſequently. 
this Portion of it, ts' not my prefent Pro- 
vince. But when the Deiſis are endeavour- 
ing to confute this great Truth, and have | 
ER 91 e roo brought 
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1 
brought this Portion of Scripture upon the 
Carpet, pretending to fix Abſurdities upon 
it, and thereby to conclude againſt the 

Whole Tenour of Sacred Writ; if I can 
duly remove theſe Abſurdities, and anſwer 

( all their Objections and Cavils againſt this 
Portion of it; all their Attempts will then 

be entirely fruſtrated; and this is my Task. 

For I am neither begging the Queſtion, nor 
proving that this Revelation was from God 

to Abraham. I am only defending that Truth 
againſt the Attacks of Deiſis, removing their 
Cavils, and anſwering their Objections : 
And if theſe five Conſiderations repreſented 

and eſtabliſhed in g. 1. do ſufficiently ren- 
dekͤr it credible, that Abraham might poſſibly 
| be ſatisfied that this Command was from 
God; this abundantly ſerves my Purpoſe : 

The very Poſſibility of this would be ſuffi- 

cient, and much more the Probability. 


And confidering Abraham in this Situation, 
the three Truths alſo hinted in g. 1. could 
not fail to afford a great Degree of Light to 

his perplexed Mind, under this dark Cloud 
of Trial. We arc 1ure, indeed, he was not 
ignorant of what he had himſelf formerly 
pleaded with God, (Gen. 18.) Shall not the 
Judge of all the Earth do right ? But at the 
ſame time, he knew that God had an abſo- 
Jute Right to diſpoſe of {/aac's Life, when- 
ſoever he pleaſed, and in what Manner he 
mould 


16 J 


ſhould think fit. The Innocency of J/aac's 
tender Age gave him no Exemption, but if 
he was of fuch Age as render'd him able to 
bear a heavy Burthen of Wood, this doth 
the leſs conſiſt with a ſinleſs State, or an ab- 
ſolute Innocency. How far the Influence of 
this Reaſoning, drawn from what hath been 


premiſed, might operate upon the Mind of 


Abraham, is needleſs to inſiſt upon. 


What was the f, or the lat, of the 
Difficulties that occurr'd to this great Patri- 
arch, we cannot tell. But ſurely every 
Difficulty he had to combat, did neceſfarily 
require a ſeparate Conſideration. And which 


of them we ſhall fiſt or laſt examine, is not 
material. Nor is it neceſſary for us to re- 


preſent, or even to know, all the Objections 


he had to encounter. It is ſufficient if we 
can conceive how he might ſatisfy his own 
Mind, with regard to the moſt weighty of 


them, that have ever been ſuggeſted. | 


(. F. Let us {ſuppoſe then, that the ft 


Difficulty which Abraham had to grapple 


with, was the Promiſe, In J/aac ſhall thy 


— 


| bleſſed, (Gen. xix.) How could this conſiſt 


with the taking away the Life of Jaac? 


What would then become of the Fidelity of 


the divine Promiſe? How may we think, 
this 


S 
Cn 


E 
this might ſhake the old Man's Faith, whoſe 
Belief of this Promiſe, in the ſeeming Im- 


poſſibility of its Accompliſhment, was im- 
puted to him for Righteouſneſs ? 


The Anſwer to this Branch of Difficulty 
is abundantly ſuggeſted, ({. 1.) in the third 
of the important Truths there hinted, vi. 
That Abraham knew God had it in his Power 
to reſtore Life to Haac. Or, to uſe the 
Words of the Apoſtle (Heb. xi. 19.) Ac- 
counting that God was able to raiſe him up, 
even from the Dead; from whence alſo he re- 
ceived him in a Figure. Which Text doth 
plainly teſtify, that this was the very Key 
that opened unto the Patriarch the Solution 
of this Branch of his Trial. 


In the ſhort Advance hitherto made, our 

Tak hath been eaſy; and the Zrial of Abra- 
Ham might alſo ſeem to be ſo, if what fol- 
lows did not increaſe both our 7ask, and the 
Proſpect of his ſeyerer Trial. 


F. 6. Suppoſe then the next Stage of his 
Trial to have been, the exceeding Horror 
that muſt have ſeized his virtuous Mind, to 
be himſelf the Actor in this bloody Trage- 
dy; to imbrue his Hands in human Blood, 
the Blood of his own innocent Child. Muſt 
not all the Principles of natural Equity, 
common Humanity, and the tender —_— 

ion 
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ſion of a merciful and virtuous Mind, ſtare 
him in the Face ? And how muſt the Hor- 
ror have been aggravated from the Principle 
of natural Affection? a Principle ſo inter- 
woven in the very Conſtitution of our hu- 
man Nature, that it cannot be extinguiſhed 
in the Breaſt of any Parent, who is not 
more ſavage than the moſt deyouring Beaſts. 
A Lion or a Tyger would not thus ſerve their 
own Off-ſpring. How then could the ſtrongeſt 
Evidence induce him to harbour a Thought, 
that a Command of this kind could flow 
from the infinite Fountain of Juſtice and 
Goodnels ? | 


Here indeed is preſented a Scene of Trial, 
with ſuch a Complication of Difficulties, as 
required the Faith and Fortitude of an Abra- 
ham to encounter, and come off victorious. 


And if any ſhould pretend here to plead, 
that the Circumſtance of 1/aac's being his 
own Child, did rather extenuate than aggra- 
vate the Matter; becauſe, if he had been 
the Child, of another Man, it would have 
aggravated%he Injuſtice offer'd to a third 
Perſon; it may be replied, that in the Caſe 
under our preſent View, the Mother, Sarah, 
is this third Perſon to be injured, and be- 


reayed of her only Child; and fo all the 


other Circumſtances of Aggravation are ſtill 


attended eyen with this likewiſe. 
HFavying 


E 
Having thus carried the Difficulty to its 
higheſt Pitch, however pinching it may ſeem 
to be, yet the Solntion ought to be full and 


{atisfying ; and therefore it muſt be ikewite 
plain, and clear'd from ail Obſcurity. 


And, 1½, we are here again to remember, 
the Patriarch was ſtill aſſured, that in all 
Events his beloved Son 1/aac was to be the 
ſurviving Child of himielf, and of Sarah - 
Accounting (as in the 'Text before cited) zhat 
God was able to rai iſe him up, even from the 
Dead; from whence alſo he received him in a 
Figure. If he did firmly believe the Pro- 
miſe, that in Jſaac, the ſame individual {/aac, 
his Seed ſhould be multiplied, and a/ the 


Nations of the Earth bleſſed; this ſame Pro- 


miſe, and the firm Beliet of it, if duly con- 
fider'd, did evidently and neceſſarily render 
him no leſs aſſured of Iſaac s Survival. On 
the one hand, he was certain that the Com- 
mand of 7; KF was from God : On the other, 


he was no leſs certain, that it was the fas 


God who had made the Promiſe. He knew 
he was the God both of infinite Veracity 
and infinite Power, This did indeed require 
a ſtrong Faith; but ſuch was the Fuith of 
Abraham (Rom. i iv. 5, 9, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21; 
22. Heb. xi. 17, 1 
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From the Texts here referred unto, it is 
plainly intimated, that it was this Aſſurance 
of Jſaac's Survival, to which the Patriarch 
had Recourſe in this his extreme Perplexity, 
as a fare Anchor, or Fountain of Relief. 


His firm Belief of the Promiſes did exceed- 


ingly leſſen the Difficulty, fortify him for 
his Trial, and in all Reſpects conduce to fa- 
cilitate his Obedience. And thus we ſee 
God hath been mercifully pleaſed, for our 
Satisfaction, to point out unto us, in the 
holy Scriptures, this one great Step towards 
the Solving the Difficulty. 


J may add too, that the Objection ſeem- 


ing to ariſe from any Violation of the Juſtice 


due to Sarah the Mother, was hereby dit- 
ſipated. Her Husband was well altured, 
that in the Event, ſhe could be no Lofer, 
but rather a Gainer, by receiving a new 
Confirmation of her Faith in the Divine 
Promiſes relating to her Son: So here is an- 
other Knot wok. 


2dly, Abraham was not ignorant, that 


| this Life is a State of Probation, and that 


all the 7rials of God's faithful Servants, are 
ſtill for their Advantage; and from long 
Experience and Obſervation, he could not 
fail to know, that extraordinary Trials from 
God, are deſigned for extraordinary Ends 

and 
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and Purpoſes: And, therefore, dark and 
cloudy as his Trial was, and how myſteri- 
ous ſoever it appeared in every Point of 
View, yet, he was well affured, that the 
Event would be perfectly harmonious and 
beautiful. And, on this Account, a ready 
Obedience, as far as his Light ſerved him, 
became his preſent Duty, committing the 
Event unto a God of infinite Juſtice, Wiſ- 
dom, Power, Holineſs and Goodneſs, with 
an abſolute and entire Reſignation | to his 


Will. 


However, that we may be the more clear 
and diſtinct, in removing every Difficulty 
that occurs, with Regard to the taking a- 
way the Life of Jſaac; ſeeing there were 
zwo great Branches of Difficulty that preſent- 
ed themſelves to Abraham's virtuous Mind ; 


viz. 1/}, Was he to flay an Innocent? adh, 
Was he not himſelf the Father of this Inno- 
cent? It is therefore fit, to examine the Dif- 


ficulty with which the Patriarch ſtruggled, 


ſo as to find the Solution of it, with Re- 


ſpect to each of thele two Br anches Jepa- 
rately. 


(. 7. To begin then with the Hir ff Branch: 
It was, indeed, extraordinary and ſhocking 


to Amazement, that the God of infinite Ju- 
ſtice and Goodneſs, the Father and Lover of 


Mankind, ſhould command Abraham to take 
away 
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away the Life of an innocent Perſon. But 


the Patriarch was well appriſed of zws 
Things, by which he might get over this 


Difficulty, when he duly and deliberately 


weighed them; and for this, he had Time, 
viz. from the Command given, to the third 


0p after, Verſe 4. 


For, 1/}, he well knew, that God had 
an abſolute Right (as in g. 1.) to lengthen 
or ſhorten Lite, at his Pleaſure ; and to or- 
der the Manner of the Death of every Mor- 
tal, and that the Innocence, even of Child- 
hood, is no Bar againſt this Prerogative. 


2dly, He knew, likewiſe, that infinite 
Wiſdom never exerts this abſolute Right, 
merely becauſe he can do it, or from a mere 
arbitrary Humour, but only for his own 


_ wiſe Ends and Purpoſes. And that, as the 


univerſal. Sovereign Ruler, the greater and 
more extenſive Good of Mankind, is one of 


thoſe wiſe Ends and Purpoles, which may 


ſometimes determine him to utc this his ab- 
ſolute Right. 


And ſeeing he believed the Promiſe, that 
zn Iſaac, all the Nations of the Earth were to 
De bleſſed, he had Reaſon to conclude, that 
a Command, ſo extraordinary, relating to 
Jſaac, was in Purſuance of ſomething which 
tended to that high and noble End, - How 
rom 


. 


„„ 


from theſe Conſiderations, there may well be 


drawn, a full and ſatisfying Anſwer to this 


t: Branch of the Difficulty ; viz. That 
God might juſtly order Abraham to take a- 
way the Life of an innocent Perſon. 


J ſhall illuſtrate this, by an Example that 


can be well juſtified, taken alſo from the 


holy Seri pture, vi. 


That God might give a great and awful 


Example to all After-Generations, of his juſt 


Severity upon People and Nations, who 
have abandoned themſelves to all Manner of 
daring and aggravated Wickedneſs; he ex- 
preſsly commanded the Iſraelites to deſtroy 


the ſeven devoted Nations of Canaan, by an 


utter Exciſion: And, among them, there 
were many Thouſands of innocent Children 
to be ſlain, who had not contracted the leaſt 
_ Guilt by any actual Tranſgreſſion. Vet, 


who can impeach the Juſtice and Goodneſs 
of God, that ſhall conſider him as the uni- 


verſal Governor, acting for the more exten- 


five Good of Mankind, in this awful and 
laſting Monument of his deſeryed Juſtice ? 
And, eyen with Reſpect to the innocent 


Children, this Conduct of Providence may 


be fully vindicated, if it be ikewiſe conſi- 


dered, that God had it in his Power, to im- 


part to them, a greater Felicity in a future 
Life, 
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1 
Life, in Exchange of a Life, which is, at 
beſt, very tranſient and full of Trouble. . 


Shall it be lav ſul for Kings and States, 
and their Generals, in a juſt War, to burn 
and, deſtr LEE. © Citics, and in them, Mul- 
tirdes* 1 of egos O IC” AST hall 
the Right of God, to diſpoſe of the Lives of . 
ſuch, for carrying on his own more wiſe 


and higher Purpoſes, to promote the univer- 


ſal Good, be diſputed; though he has it 
in his Power to impart to them an eternal 
and greater Felicity? And why may not 
he chuſe, either to order Men to be the In- 
ſtruments, or Plague, Famine, or an Earth- 
quake, or a Deluge, or Fire and Brimſtone 
rained from Heaven ? 


Enough hath been ſaid, to convince us, 
that Abraham might ſatisfy his own Conſci- 
ence, with Regard to the Life of an Inno- 
cent, which God might juſtly order to be 
cut off, in Proſecution of his own moſt wiſe 
and more extenſive Ends. None, who own. 
a Deity, can diſpute this his abſolute Right ; 
and if the mentioned Command to the 72 
elites, relating to the Lives of ſo many Thou- 
ſands of innocent Children, can be fo eaſily 


juſtified, what ſhould then abridge the ſame 
univerſal Sovereign, of his equal Right to 


command any one Man to be the Inſtru- 
ment 


\ 


. 


ment in taking away the Life of any one 
Child, even of an innocent Nauc 9 | 
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. 8. But what if the Man ſo command - 
ed by God, is himſelf the Father ot this 
innocent Child ? This Queſtion exprefly 
ſtates the ſecond mentioned Branch of Abra- 
ban's Difficulty ; and I ſhall briefly anſwer 
it, by another ſhort Queſtion; v/z. It it can 
be the Duty of any other Man, to obey 
ſuch Command; then, by what Rule of: 
Law, could even the Father plead Exempti- 
on ? Did his paternal Relation give him any 
Right or Title to this ? Could this give a 
Privilege to refuſe Obedience to' God, in 
any Command which he would have been 
obliged to obey otherwiſe. 
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It 1s true, this is a Circumſtance in the 
Trial of Abraham, that did render it moſt 
grievous, painful and afflicting, and even 
to ſuch Degree, that nothing leſs than the 
Faith and Piety of an Abraham, could bear 
up under it. But this is not the Point in 
Queſtion ; this doth neither encreaſe nor di- 
miniſh the Difficulty under Conſideration. 
The Queſtion before us, is only this: Can it 
conſiſt with the Divine Equity, to command a 
Father to ſlay his own Son? Or, can it be 
the Duty of a Father, in ſuch Caſe, to obey ? 
And 1t is obvious, that the grievous, painful 
and afflicting Circumſtances, do not affect 

the 
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the Queſtion we are now upon; which 


thereſore muſt be ſtript of all thoſe conco- 
mitant Circumſtances. 


And here the Bible doth again afford us a 
notable Help to ſatisfy our Minds, in the 
preciſe Queſtion that now lies before us; 
viz. in Deat. xiii, 6. and following Verſes : : 


Tf thy Brother, the Son of thy Mother, thy 


Son, or thy Daughter, — entice thee ſecret- 
ly, ſaying Let us go and ſerve other Gods, — 
thou ſhalt not conſent, —— neither ſhall bine 
Eye pity him, neither ſhalt thou ſpare him, 
neither ſhalt thou conceal him, but thou ſtalt | 


farely kill him Thine Hand "ſhall be upon 


him to put him to Death ; and afterwards 


the Hands of all the People, and thou ens 
fone him with Si ones that he ate.- 


There is nothing can be more manifeſt, 
than that the Parents are here expreſly com- 
manded to accuſe, and ſolemnly to ſhy their 
own Children, who ſhould, even ſecretly, en- 
tice them to the worſhipping of falſe Gods, 
as the publick Executioners of the deſerved 
Puniſhment . 


1 am well appriſed, that a Deift will 
here be ready to anſwer, that tho“ I could 


bring an hundred ſuch Examples from the 


Bible, it ſignifies nothing to him, who whol- 
iy difowns and rejects it; that this is only 
to 


74 


to bring one unnatural, barbarous Precept, 
to juſtify another of che fame Kind. To 
this I reply, that I do not pretend to bring 
this Citation from Deut. xiii. as a convincing 


Argument, drawn from an Example that is 


of any Weight to a Deiſi, who rejects the 
whole Bible : No, I only bring It as a Key 
and Help to open my Way into the Solution 
of the Difficulty now before us: And it 
plainly contributes to this, by ſuggeſting a 
Caſe, a ſtated Caſe, that will anſwer all my 
Purpoſe, even tho' the faid Caſe had never 
actually exiſted, but ſhall only be conſider- 
ed as a Suppoſition. For, if in any ſup- 
poſed and ftated Caſe, it may be the Duty 
of a Parent to ſlay his own Child; why 
ſhould this be controverted in the Caſe of 
Abraham and Iſaac ? ſeeing we have already 
accounted for the reſpective Difference, with 
3 to Jaac's Innocency. 


Now, as to this ſtated Caſe, brought from 
Deut. xiii. what Perſon, who coafiders the 
heinous Guilt of - ſerving falſe Gods; and 
withal, how exceedingly addicted the Ha- 
elites were to it, and that they were ſur- 
rounded with Nations, the moſt groſs Ido- 
laters; who, I fay, that conſiders all this, 


can entertain the leaſt Doubt, that this was 


not a neceſſary, as well as a juſt Law ? Is 
it not manifeſt, from their Hiſtory, that e- 


ven the Severity of this Law, together with 
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all the Care that God had taken otherwiſe, 
to reſtrain them, was not effectual ? Yet 
this was all that could be done; and, indeed, 
it had been juſtiflable, even for a pious hu- 
man Governor, nay, for a Deiſt Lawgiver, 
to have framed ſuch a Law, to reſtrain a 
People ſo perverſely addicted to the ſerving 
of falle Gods. Y 

After what hath been fully proved (viz. 
J. 7.) with Regard to the Right that God 
hath to take away the Life of an Innocent, 
until that is confuted, it will not be fair 
nor candid, for a Deiſt to plead, that this o- 
ther Example, introduced from Deut. xiii. 


as a Voucher, doth not come up to the Caſe 


beſore us; becauſe, in this Caſe, now intro- 
duced, there is à criminal Demerit, for 
which the puniſhing the Guilty with Death, 
may be a deſerved Puniſhment ; whereas, in 
the Cate before us, the Command given was 
to ſlay the innocent //aac. 1 ay, this 
would not be fair, becauſe it has been 
1 anſwered, when we were upon the 

Branch of this Stage of Abraham's 
7, rial. We are now upon the ſecond Branch, 
relating to the Command given to a F ther- 


And, to repeat the firff Branch, in the 
| preſcut Queſtion, which 1s to Rand or fall, 


by itſelf, would only tend to perplex the 
preſent Queſtion, with that Miſt of Intrica- 


Cy, which has been already diſſipated, This 


Man- 
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Manner of blending Things together, which 
are, in themſelves, of a different Nature, is 
only practiſed by thoſe who ſtudy to keep 
Things in the Dark, but is altogether unbe- 
coming thoſe who candidly ſearch after 
Truth; I therefore refer to F. 7. where all 
the Difficulty relating to {/aac's Innocency, 
is fully cleared and removed. 


And this is certain, that if I can vindicate, 
in a ſatisfactory Manner, the Equity of the 
Command given to Abraham, and his Obe- 
dience to it, both in the fir? Branch, relat- 
ing to the ſlaying an innocent Perſon ; and, 
in the ſecond Branch, with Reference to the 
Ties of Nature, upon a Father to his owg 
Child. If this, I ſay, can be ſufficiently 
performed, in both Branches, by treating of 
each of them ſeparately, as I have done; 
then, ſure I am, the whole Difficulty 1n- 
cluded and wrapt up in both Branches, muſt 
fall to the Ground, and be entirely at an 
End ; becaute two Propoſitions that are juſt, 
when conſidered ſeparately, can never con- 
cur to form a third Propoſition, which is 

- unjuſt, no more than a falſe Concluſion can 

be truly inferred from two Premiſes that 
Sd are true. This is the Logick, even of com- 
mon Senſe. W e eee 
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Two Objections have been raiſed to over- 
turn all that can be pleaded in Vindication 


of 
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of Hire bam's ready Obedience, when com- 
manded to iliy his own Son, vis. 


Fi, That the Defence and Protection of 
his wa Chiid's Lite, was a Truſt conſign- 
ed to him by the Law of Nature; but, I 
muſt ask, who inſtituted this Law of Na- 
ture, aud eſtabliſhed the Sanction of it ? 
And to whom was Abraham accountable for 
the Breach of this Truſt ? Can it be imagin- 
ed, that God, who created this Truſt, for 
the Child's Security, againſt all other vio- 
lent Aggreſſors, did deſign or order it to be 
diſcharged, by the Parent, even in Oppoſi- 
tion to his Divine command? No Law of 
Nature could bind, or even licenſe him, to 
diſpute his own Right or Truft againſt God 
himſelf, the Author, both of Nature, and 
of that very Truſt. 


he other Objection, is drawn from that 
natural Affection, which God hath planted 
in the Bowels of parents; and it is pretend- 
ed that this was violated by Abraham's Rea- 
dineſs to obey : I anfwer, that this natural 
Affection, . ſtill, to be in Subordina- 

tion to the Love and Obedience due to God. 
In Abraham's Caſe, the Competition was be- 
twixt his natural Affection, on the one 
Hand, and his Obedience and Love due to 
God, on the other Hand: And whoſorver 
loverh Son or Daughter more than God, is not 
worthy 


ier 


worthy of him. All our Affections are in- 
fuſed into our Souls by the divine Bounty, 


to be a Spur to Virtue, and a Reſtraint a- 
gainſt Enormity : But common Reaſon, it 


ſelf, is ſufficient to convince us, that theſe 
Affections, inſtead of being the Rule of our 
Conduct, are, themſelves, to be duly go- 
verned and regulated. 


A fruitful Invention, might ſtate a Va- 
riety of Caſes, in which it would become, 
not only lawful, but an indiſpenſable Duty 
in a Parent, to take away the Life of his 
own Child: As, for Inſtance, if the Son of 


a Prince ſhould become the Enemy and De- 


ſtroyer of his Country, if he attempted the 
Death of his Father, in a rebellious Aſo. 


ciation, and ſhould continue incorrigible, 


after all Endeavours to reclaim him; if he 
had wilfully murdered his Mother, of his 


_ elder Brother, or committed any other 
Crime deſtructive of Society; doth not Hi- 


ſtory afford us many laudable Examples of 
Parents, who have abandoned their deareſt 
Children to Deſtruction, when the 


one's Country, be allowed to have ſuch Force, 


and the Effect of it be accounted ſo meritori- 
yet, at the ſame time, ſhall the 


ous? And, 
Effect of , s Love and hae ao to God, 
be cenſured and condemned? 
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and Service of their Country required ſuch a 
Sacrifice? And, ſhall the Love and Duty to- 
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. 9.1 proceed now, to another Stage of 
Abrahams Trial, which is the third and 
laſt, in the Order I have choſen to place 
them; namely, The Command to offer up unto 
God a Fat Sacrifice, We know how much 
that hideous Practice has prevailed, where 
Divine Revelation was not imparted; and, we 

are ſenſible, that it is continued, even to 
this Day, among Pagan Nations ; which 
certainly ſhould convince us of the Bene- 
fit we enjoy by Divine Revelation, when 
we obſerve how ineffectual the Religion of 
mere Nature, is againſt that barbarous Cu- 
ſtom. | 


And, indeed, this ſeems to me to be the 
greateſt Difficulty that occurred to Abraham 
in the whole Courſe of his Trial. It has 
been hinted before, (J. 2.) that tho the Re- 

velation which we enjoy and believe, had 
never mentioned God's Deteſtation of the 
nag up unto him any Human Sacri- 

fice, as in Deut. xii. 30, 31. where God 
** moſt expreſly teſtifies his Abomination of 
being ſo ſerved : Vet it is, in itſelf, ſo ſnock- 
king to Human Nature, as to render it 
aftonifhing, that any Part of Mankind ſhould 
ever have appeared ſo degenerate, or ſo far 
impoſed on by the Devil, as to be drawn 
into the Practice of it. V 


How 


E 
How could hiuking Man, ever be drawn 
into the Love and Worſhip of ſuch a De- 
ity as would accept of a Worſhip, blended 
with ſo much Inhumanity ? How could it 
ever enter into the Thought of any virtuous 
Mind, to imitate ſuch a Deity, or to deſire 
to be like him? If the God of infinite Love 
and Mercy, be conſidered as the Father and 
Lover of Mankind; if Man, the Off- ſpring 
of God, be conſidered as a Favourite, dig- 
nified by his Creator, to be the Lord of 
this inferior World ; who can think that 
this God, whoſe Providence is continually 
exerted for the Welfare of Man, can have 
the Cruelty to delight in the Effuſion of 
Human Blood; or that the Reck of this 
from his Altar, can be a ſolemn Part of his 
Worſhip, and an acceptable Offering? Thus 
far the Light of Nature, and the Idea it 
gives of God, are capable of raiſing Hor- 
ror, at the Commiſſion of ſo much Barba- 
rit y. 8 


But Abraham had the Light of Divine 
Revelation, and a more perfect Knowledge 
of God; his Acquaintance with the Deity, 
was raiſed to the Degree of Friendſhip. He 
not only knew that Man is the Image of God, 
and, as ſuch, to be honoured and loved by 
all who partake of the ſame Nature; but 
alſo, that to reſtore Man from the Ruin in- 
L” E to 
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lo which he had involved himſelf, God had 
promiſed to ſend his own dear Son into the 
World, to aſſume the human Nature into 
one Perſon with the Divinity. Abraham, 
ſaw this Day afar off, and rejoiced to be- 
hold the Human Nature ſo highly exalted; 

He knew that God delights to have Sen- 
munion with Man, and to render all Men 
Partakers of the Divine Nature, to reſtore 
them to the Privileges of the Sons of God, 


and unite them to himſelf by his Holy Spi- 


rit; and that even the Bodies of Men are 
the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt. He knew 


that God had fenced Human Life by his re- 


vealed Law; that he has no Delight i in the 
Death, even "of Sinners; that he doth. not 
afflict willingly, or grieve the Children of 
Men; that even when their Puniſhment 
becomes neceſſary, it is only inflicted for the 
Good of Individuals, or the greater Benefit 
of Mankind; and that, even then, it is, as 
it were, extorted from God, and is his 
range Wark ; that, when even Multitudes 


are cut off, in their incorrigible Demerit, 


it is not only to be a Warning t 


9 ins 
Mankind, and future Generation$; £0 pre- 
vent the nene Encreaſe of their own Guilt, 


and conſequently of their own greater Miſe- 
iy hereafter, in the other World. 


Abraham likewiſe, well 1 that the 
infinite Purity of God, is ſuch, that a Hu- 
| man 


E 
man Sacrifice muſt neceſſarily be an Abo- 
mination to him; that ſince the Fall of Man, 
all the Race, are more or leſs in a State of 
moral Impurity, and, thereby, inſtead of 
any Capacity, to atone for others, ſtand in 
Need of an Expiation for themſelves ; muſt 
it not have raiſed Horror in Abraham to 
think of ſacrificing unto God, who is of pu- 
rer Eyes than to behold Iniquity, the Sacri- 
fice of a Creature, ſtained and defiled with 
moral Impurity ? We know, that by the 
Jewiſh Law, no Beaſt having the leaſt Spot 
or Blemiſh, could be offered in Sacrifice, and 
we know the moral Import and Meaning im- 
plied in this Law. And Abraham, well knew, 
that the Blood of Bulls and Goats, Kc. tho? 
incapable of any moral Pollution, could not 
take away Sin, or the Puniſhment of it, by 
their own proper Efficacy, though the Sacri- 
fice ofthole Creatures, was inſtituted by God; 
and that their only Virtue conſiſted in their 
being the appointed Types and Shadows of 
the Atonement to be made by the promiſed 
Meſſiah, the Lamb of God, without Spot 
and Blemiſh; and that if they had been ca- 
pable of any moral Impurity, even that, 
would have rendered them incapable of being 
the proper Types of the atoning, immaculate, 
ſpotleſs Meſſiah. Who can think of the Idea, 
+ true Idea, Abraham had of the Deity, as 
the God of infinite Purity, as well as the 
God of infinite Love and Mercy, and the 
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Father of Mankind; and not be convinced 


that this Circumſtance of the Command, to 
offer to him a Human Sacrifice, was truly 


the hardeſt Part, and the greateſt Difficulty 
that occurred to him in all his Trial? 


The ſtrong Perplexity which affected the 
Mind and Conſcience of Abraham, with Re- 
ſpect to tnis Point, hath been now ſufficient- 


ly repreſented; and it were needleſs to in 


ſiſt more upon it. 

And, although, even in the View ve 
now have of this Difficulty, it is manifeſt, 
by the Event, that it was not God's Inten- i 
tion, to have T/aac offered to himſelf in 
Sacrifice; which renders our Minds eaſy, 
and refcues us from the Horror of ſuch an 
Action: Yet, it is manifeſt, that Abraham 
Had not this Advantage. For, after all the 
Series of the previous Circumſtances, until 
he fretched forth his Hand, and took the 
Knife; nay, not until the Angel called to 
him, and faid, Abraham, Abraham, &c. I 
ſiy, never before all this, could he think 
any thing leis was to follow, than the Slaugh- 
ter of his Son. And what may we imagine 
were his Thoughts all this Time? How 
could he reconcile his own Mind and Con- 
ſcience, to the facrificing a fallen Man to 


God, the Father of Mankind, the God of 
infinite Þ n well as infinite Goodneſs and 


Come 


Js 
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Compaſſion ? Had not Abraham the true 
Idea of God? And, if he had, how could 
he doubt that Human Sacrifice is an Abo- 
mination to him? And yet, we find him 
proceeding ſtill, until it came to the impor- 
tant Moment, in which the final Execution 
was to be performed. It muſt, indeed, be 
owned, that there is here ſomething o my- 


ſterious, that it is not eaſy to unfold it. 


The whole Subject, here treated, may ſuf- 


ficiently aſſure us, that Abraham reaſoned 


with great Application of Mind, throughout 
all the Stages of this ſingular Tranſaction. 


In Heb. xi. 19. the original Word uſed by 


the Apoſtle, is, Avyioz mers, which our Tranſ- 


lators have rendered accounting: But, it ex- 


preſly ſignifies, that Abrabam reaſoned ; and 


is the ſame original Word, uſed above twen- 


ty other times in the New T eſtament, and 
ſtill ſo rendered in our Bible, as to denote 
Reaſoning. 


But ſince God has not been pleaſed in his 
Mord, to lay before us, the Courſe of Rea- 
ſoning upon this intricate Point, which had 


for ſome Days paſſed in the Patriarch's pious 


Mind, nor to point out unto us the To- 
picks which determined him to enter upon 
Obedience, and to be ſtill proceeding: We 


are, therefore, left to our own modeſt En- 


quiry, and Conjecture, Yet, at the ſame 
: time, 
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time, in all our Enquiry, we are ſtill to 
remember, on the one Hand, that God did 


highly approve of Abraham's Conduct; and, 
on the other Hand, that we are not to 
charge God fooliſhly, as if a Human Sacri- 


ice could be acceptable to him; or that he 


could be willing his Friend 4braham ſhould 
ever think ſo. 


And it is in the due Remembrance of 
theſe two Particulars, and with a ſteady Eye 
upon them; that in our humble and modeſt 
Enquiry into this Labyrinth, we cannot reſt 


1n the Solution of this Difficulty, which ſome 


oo to draw from that noted Maxim, Yo- 


euti non fit injuria; i. e. one is not injured © 


by any Deed that 1s agrecable to his own 


Will: My Reaſon is, becauſe it was high- 
ly injurious to God, for Abraham to have 
admitted any ſuch Idea of him, as to think 
a Human Sacrifice could pleaſe him, or, that 


ever he could countenance ſuch an Abomi- 


nation. 


But did not God expreſly command this, 


as well as the other previous Circumſtances, 


which tended to it? I anſwer, it is true, he 


did ſo; but it is no leſs true, that in due 


Time, he countermanded it, which renders 
it manifeſt to us, as it did then alfo render it 
manifeſt to Abraham, that this Circumſtance 


of offering up 1/aac in Sacrifice, was never 
ä „„ £5 > 0002 


uf 


39 1 
God's Intention, and conſequently, that this 
was only a Command of Trial. 


Well, as the Evidence of this affords Eaſe | 

to our Minds; ſo when the ſame became 
0 manifeſt to Abraham, it could not fail to re- 1 6 
lieve him from his Anguiſh and Perplexity; 
becauſe, to his Joy and Comfort, this Diſco- 
very diſſipated all the Darkneſs that hung 0 


upon his Mind, with GET to this very Cir- 11 
cumſtance. | 1 


But did not this Darkneſs, and all the 1 
Horror that attended it, ſtill lie heavy upon bit 
the Mind of Abraham, during all the Courſe 1 
of this Tranſaction, from the Time he firſt 171 
received the Command, to the very Minute «3 
\ of his Relief, by the Voice of the Angel? ai 
My Anſwer 1s, that no Man, who believes __ 
that Abraham had the true Idea of God, and (2 
knows that God did approve of his Conduct, - Mp 
can doubt of this, without a plain Contra- 10 3 
diction to the manifeſt Dictate of his own | 
rational Mind; becauſe ſuch is the infinite *: 
| Purity and Holineſs of the Divine Nature, Wo 
that it was not poſſible for Abraham, who 
had ſo much Knowledge of God, to con- 
ceive how it could conſiſt therewith, to ac- 
cept and approve of the hideous Barbarity of 
ſuch a Human Sacrifice; and it would have 
been groſs Ignorance of the Divine Nature, 
or 
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or greatly injurious to God, if Abraham 
had conceived otherwiſe of him. 


Now, although, I think, the Reaſoning, 
in this laſt Paragraph, renders it manifeſt, 
that the Mind of the Patriarch was never 
diſpoſſeſs'd of this Darkneſs and perplexing 
Horror, which attended it, with Relation 
to ths Circumſtance of a Human Sacrifice 
commanded to be offered by him, until the 
critical Minute of his hearing the Words of 
the Angel : Yet, it is not neceſſary for me, 
to urge this as a concluding Proof: No it 
will abundantly ſerve my Purpoſe, in order 
to clear the Difficulty under Conſideration, 
if this be allowed only as a Thing poſſible, 
and much more, if it be admitted as a pro- 
bable Hypotheſis. 


For it has been remarked above, that, with 
Regard to this moſt intricate Part of the Dif- 
ficulty, ariſing from this Portion of Geneſis, 
the Scripture doth not point out unto us 
the Way of ſolving it; and that it is there- 
by left to our own humble and modeſt En- 
quiry and Conjecture. And, if, upon this 
Suppolition, or probable Hypotheſis, that, 
with Regard to the offering a Human Sacri- 
ice, Abraham did ſtill continue in this State 

of perplexing Darkneſs, until the Miſt was 
cleared up by the Angel's Voice; 1f, I fay, 
upon this Suppoſition, I can account, both 
N . for 
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for nis Conduct, and the Divine Equity, 
in this whole TranſaQtion ; then all the Dif- 
ficulty is at an End. If there is even but 
one Way left, that is poffble only, for ſolving 
the Difficulty, and a Fay that is, in all Re- 
ſpects, agreeable to Reaſon, there can re- 
main no Abſurdity. 


(. 10. Suppoſing, then, that this was tru- 
ly the Patriarch's Cafe, from the firſt Inti- 
mation of the Command given, to the ve- 
ry Minute, in which the Angel called to 
him. Suppoſing, likewiſe, that in the Courſe 
of his Meditation, through the other Stages 
of his Trial, which haye been ſufficiently 
repreſented ; that he had got over all the 
other weighty Difficulties, preſented to his 
pious Mind, with Regard, both to the ſlay- 
ing an Innocent, and to a Father's acting 
this Part upon his own Child ; and that he 
had likewiſe got over all Objections relating 
to theſe, by Reaſoning with himſelf, in the 
{ame Manner that I have reaſoned upon them; 
and from the very ſame Conſiderations that i 
1 have mentioned; and that now there re- 
mained nothing elle, to afford juſt Ground 
to demur or heſitate upon his Obedience to 
the Command given, except this one Objec- 
tion, namely, the heinous Barbarity of a Hu- 
man Sacrifice to be offered by him: I ſay 
ſuppoſing all this; and if any other Man 
could pambly. be fo ſituated, this might wh 
F 18 


42 ] 
tis Caſe, and may, therefore, be ſuppoſed 
as a Thing Foſſible. 


Well, then, in this Caſe, certainly there 
is one Thing manifeſt, 91g. That the Ab- 
ſurdity of thinking this could be accepta- 
ble to God, or conſiſtent with the infinitely 
perfect Deity to allow it, or, even not to 
have it in Abomination, can never be charg- 
cd on the virtuous Abraham; for, on the 
contrary, we have ſuppoſed, that the Hor- 
ror of it, was ſtill upon his pious Mind, 
from the Beginning, to the End of his Tri- 
al; and far leſs did he fall into the Abſur- 
dity of acting this Abomination againſt the 
Light of his Conſcience, and the truly ra- 
tional Dictates of his own virtuous Mind: 
And, conſequently, there is nothing in all 
this to render it abſurd, that he did receive 


God's Approbation upon the whole of his 
Conduct. 


Now, if it be likewiſe manifeſt, from the 

Event, that it was never God's Intention, 

that Abraham ſhould actually fall into this 

Abomination ; then, where can there yet 

remain any Abſurdity, with Regard, either 
to the Conduct of God, or of Abraham. 


If one ſhall here reply, that it is abſurd, 
to imagine, it was the Intention of God, that 
Abraham ſhould think ſuch a monſtrous Ac- 
| 4 un 


[ 43 ] 
tion, could be his Holy Will, or, that /ach 
a Human Sacrifice, was not an Abomination 
to him: I anſwer, that ſo indeed, it certain- 
ly is: To imagine the contrary, is a moſt 
high Indignity to God, exceedingly ablurd, 
and an Affront to his moſt Holy Nature. 
But, at the ſame time, I deny, with Indig- 
nation, that ever it was God's Intention, 
chat Abraham ſhould think to. Nay, I further 
affirm, that, if the Breaſt of 4braham, had 
harboured ſuch a wicked Thought, he could 
never have received the Divine Approb: 1 
tion. | 


The only Difficulty, that ſeems now to 
remain, is, this Queſtion that naturally 
ariſes, vis. How can all this conſiſt with 
the plain and exprels Words of the Com- 
mand given; and offer him there for a burnt 
Ofering ? Muſt we here have Recourſe to 
the wild Diſtinction of two oppoſite and 
contradictory Wills in God, a ſecret and a 
revealed Will? No, God forbid; we ſhould 
ever entertain ſuch. a blaſphemous e 
tion. 


Our Anſwer is, that this was only a Com- 
mand of Trial, not that God wanted to know - 
the Faith and Probity of Abraham his 

Friend, or his cautions and fteady Care to - 
avoid every known Sin, and to give a ready 
Obcdience to the Divine Commands, But, 

HR ok I/f, 
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1½, to make the good Man better known to 
his own Mind, by ſuch a comfortable preg- 
nant Proof of his own Sincerity, 2dly, to 
render him an illuſtrious Example of Faith 
and Obedience to Pofterity, in all future 
Ages. 3dly, to afford a more beautiful 
Type of the promiſed Meffah, his Death, 
Reſurrection, the Propitiation thereby made, 
and the Redemption of Mankind thereby 
purchaſed. 8 


I ſay, this was only a Command of Trial; 
and, as ſuch, it is far from being neceſſary, 
that the Intention of God, who gave it, ſhould 
be, to have the final Performance of it, in 
every Circumſtance ; eſpecially, when the 
Circumſtance to be la performed, would 
have been an Affront, Indignity and Abo- 
mination to himſelf: And, in like manner, 
if it would have been highly criminal in Ara- 
ham, to imagine, that the offering /uch a Human 
Sacrifice, was not an Abomination to him; 
then, certainly, it could never be the De- 
ſign of God, to con vince {braham, that this 
was his Intention. . 


We onght, therefore, to conſider the Com- 
mand given, as only a Command of Trial ; and 
that it was never the Iutention of God, ei- 
ther to have the 1% Circumſtance of it (i. e. 
the Sacrificing) actually performed, or that 
Abraham ſhould conclude, that this was his 

— i 


5 4 


Intention; and as it was only a Command of 


Trial, fo it was a Trial exceedingly great, and, 


in all its Circumſtances, ſevere, beyond all 


Expreſſion, as will be more evident, by the 
following ſhort Review of it. 


b. 11. Let us here fix our Meditation a 
little upon this ſevere Trial, To {lay an in- 
nocent Son; concerning whom he had ſuch 


Promiſes ; to do this Avyiodper in the 
Original, (Hebr. xi. 19.) which expreſly ſig- 


nifies a deliberate Reaſoning upon the whole: 
This was a hard Task, and only to be ſuf- 
tained by one of Abrahant's Faith and F orti- 
tude. However, from what has been alrea- 
dy repreſented, we may be able to concetve, 
how, by Rea/oning with himſelf, even in 
the fame Manner, as we have before reaſon- 
ed, and in the full Evidence, that God had 


commanded all this: 1 ſay, we may be able 
to conceive, how he might get over all the 


Objections which ſtood in the Way; and 


conſequently be convinced, that, thus far, 


a ready Obedience was his Duty. 


But the Circumſtance, to be Ja perform- 


ed, dis. the offering up a Human Sacrifice 


to God, was truly ſuch as could not fail to 
over-whelm his Mind with Horror and 
Confuſion. Here was ſuch Darkneſs, and 
myſterious Intricacy, as no Human Sagacity 


could ſee through, But yer, throughout all 
the 
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the previous Cireumſtances, it was evident- 
ly his Duty to obey, and till to perſevere in 
his Obedience, as far as his Light ſerved him, 
and to be all along wreſting with God, by 
importunate fervent Prayer, to afford him ſome 
Ray of clearer Light, by which he might be 
extricated from this perplexing Darkneſs. 
He was certain, that this very Circumſtance 
of the Command, was from God: He was, 
at the ſame time, certain, that this /a/7 Cir- 
cumſtance of it, was a direct Contradiction 
to the infinitely Holy Nature of God : With 
| Regard to all the other Circumſtances previ- 
. ous to this, his own Mind might ſuggeſt Va- 
rlety of Reaſons, moving God to viſit him 
with this hard Trial, tho he could not diſ- 
cern all the Reaſons of infinite Wiſdom : 
For Example; he was a Man, and thereby 
liable to Human Infirmities ; doubtleſs his 
Love was great to his Son; a Son, of whom 
the Divine Promiſes had given him juſt Rea- 


| ſon to conceive a delightful Hope; he 


might think this JVial was deſigned to pu- 
niſh, or correct ſome Exceſs of Affection, 
which he had not himſelf diſcovered. But, as 

to this /af} Circumſtance, of a Human Sacri- 
 fice to be offered by him; this was beyond all 
Human Underſtanding: And though his long 


Experience and Obſervation of the Divine 


Conduct, might well make him expect, that, 
in due Time, God would clear up the Mat- 
ter to him; yet the terrible Severity of the 
Pre- 


1 

previous Circumſtances, afforded no ſmall 

Ground to apprehend, this would end, in 
ſomething yet more terrible; for infinite 
Wiſdom may order hard rials in a great Va- 
riety, and in different Degrees, all of them 
conſiſtent with his Holy Nature. And, 

doubtleſs, the Devil was inceſſantly aſſault- 
ing the good Man, with his fery Darts, 
while he obſerved him in a Difficulty, which 
he could never break through. 


And, if a Burnt Offering, was in the Days 
of Abraham, conſidered as Euchari/tical, as 
it certainly was, under the legal Fewiſh Diſ- 
penſation, as inſtituted by Moſes: The In- 
congruity of this was . from the Joy 
and Gladneſs, with which the Euchariſtic 

8 Thankfulneſs and Praiſes, were to be cele- 
brated, compared with the mournful Situa- 

tion of the Patriarch, in the Task and Obe- 

dience commanded. This was truly ſuch an 

Incongruity, as could not fail to add to his 
Amazement and Confuſion; for how could 

Grief and Joy be blended together i EE 


When we conſider the Complication of 
Difficulties, in which this good Man was in- 
yolyed, and ſurvey them in our Mind, as 

+ they all along preſent themſelves to our 
View; but eſpecially, as he was involved in 

the inextricable Labyrinth of this 4 Cir- 

| cumſtance, now under Conſideration, as it 
were 


[48] 
were to fill up the Cup of his Trial, vis. 
the offering up a Human Sacrifice ; tho! we 
cannot have an adequate Senſe of the over- 
whelming Perplexity and torturing Agony of 


Mind which he ſuſtained, and in which he 


laboured during the Space of near three Days; 
yet the Impreſſions of it muſt be very ſtrong, 

even upon our Imagination. The Orcus of 
the my/tic Writers, may here receive ſome 
 Explication. The Horror of the Darkneſs 
here actually infuſed into the Mind of Abra- 


ham, during the Time that his virtuous Soul 


was agitated and toſſed under this Exerciſe, 
muſt have given his Soul ſuch racking Pain, 
as comprehended ſome Degrees of the infer- 
nal OO 


And, in this dark Perplexity, the only 


Ground left to Abraham, whereon to fix the 
Anchor of his Faith, was, his former long 
Experience of the Divine Care and Conduct, 
Which never fails to watch over a piouſly re- 
ſigned and faithful Soul; and the Divine Pro- 
miſe to him, fear not Abraham, am thy Shield, 
Jam with thee, T will not leave thee, nor for- 
fake thee. And from this, he might well be 
looking for ſome Light, to direct his troubled 


Mind, through this dark Labyrinth; how _ | 
to avoid the two Rocks, of diſobeying 3 


Command of God, on the one Hand; and 
the offering an Affront and Indignity, to 


his Holy Nature, on the other. And when 


— 


N. 
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the critical Minute approached, he needed 


an Angel to comfort him : And then God, 


who is faithful, and never ſuffereth thoſe 
who ſincerely ſerve him, to be tempted above 


what they are able,but will, in every Temptation, 


afford a Way of Eſcape, diſpatched an Angel, 
who called unto him out of Heaven, Abraham, 


- Abraham, Sc. And now, inſtead of diſ- 


mal Darkneſs, he had Light, a chearing 
Light of ſolacing Comfort, to diſſipate all 
his perplexing Anxieties, and diſplay the 
Beauty and Wiſdom of the Divine Conduct 
in all he had ſuffered; and to give a fruitful 
Leſſon of the YVifory of Faith, and the Aſc: 


ſurance of the Divine Love and Care, amidſt 


all the 7rials of the Faithful and Obedient. 


And now, to wind up our Enquiry into 
this laſt mentioned Particular, which is, by 
far the moſt intricate Circumſtance of Abra- 


hams Trial: It is manifeſt, f, that the 
Way I have taken to clear it up, gives a 
ſtronger Idea of the Difficulties which the 


Patriarch had to encounter; and, indeed, the 


Words which introduce the Relation of it, 
do plainly inſinuate a Scene of Temptation, 


or Trial, ſcarcely to be equalled; and there- 
by Abraham, the Father of the Faithful, is 


rendered a brighter and more glorious Pattern 
and Example to Mankind. 


G 
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2a, It is no leſs manifeſt, that this Re- 
Pieftntenton of Abraham, as ſtill in the Dark, 
and never ſatisfied in his own Conſcience, 
with regard to the offering up of a Human 
Sacrifice ; as allo, that it was never God's 
tntention, that ſuch a Sacrifice ſhould be of- 
tered : I ſay y, It 1s manifeſt, that this Re- 
preſentation, doth clearly carry off every Ob- 
jection that can be moved, either againſt the 
Equity and Holineſs of G od, or the Inno- 
cency of Abraham's Conduct, ſo far as re- 
lates to this intricate Point; and this too, in 
a rational Way, ſo as to leave no Place for 
Cavil: And tho' it is the only Way of re- 
moving thts knotty Difficulty, that entirely 
ſatisfies my own Mind, yet I am far from 
affirming, that no other May is to be found. 
And, if what J have ſuggeſted, may help to 
eaſe the Mind of any ſincere Soul, bowing 
under Anxicty, with Regard to this Circum- 
ſtance of Abraham's Trial, the Labour I 
have taken to ſuggeſt it, will not be in 
vain, ſeeing this hath not, ſo far as it oc- 


curs to my Knowledge, been hinted by any 
other. 


And tho' I think the Reaſoning I have 
uſed, proves that this State of Darkneſs, was 
truly the Caſe of Abraham; and that his 
| Conſcience was never latisfied, as to the f- 


fer- 


OY 


fering of a Human&8ucrifce ; Yet I havedeclin- 


ed the Benefit of this Proof, and have con- 


tented myſelf, with repreſenting it only as a 
Suppoſition of a Thing in itſelf poſſrble; or, 
at moſt, as a probable Hypotheſis, becaute I 
needed no more: For, if this be confidered, 
only, as a Thing poſſeble, it is obvious, that 
all Difficulties immediately diſappear. 


If Deiffs will but candidly weigh what 
is here pleaded, it may have its Influence; 
but if they are perverſely bent to fix Ab- 
ſurdities upon the Holy Bible, in Oppoſition 
to the cleareſt Evidence, it will prove a 
Task too hard for all their conceited Wit 
and Subtilty. But, in the mean time, Chri- 
ftians ought not to be amuſed, and far lets 
to ſtumble, and be diſturbed, if ſome Intri- 
cacies occur in the Holy Scriptures, which 


are not yet cleared up, by all the painful 
and laudable Labour of the Learned. Such 


Difficulties are left in Obſcurity, to excite 
and whet our humble and modeſt Induſtry; 


and that fervent, importunate Prayer may 
be joined and concurring in all our laborious 
Enquiries; we have thereby, Opportunity 


to obſerve the natural Blindneſs of our own 
Mind; to be humbled in the due Convic- 


tion of this; to long for that more perfect 


State, wherein what is now obſcure and intri- 


cate, and only known in Part, and feen as 


G 2 through 
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through a Glaſs darkly, ſhall be rendered 
beautifully clear and manifeſt ; whereas, 
now there is Opportunity given to be in- 
creaſing in Knowledge, and to grow in Un- 
der ſtanding, as well as in Grace. The clear- 
ing of ſome Obſcurities may be reſerved 
likewiſe, until ſuch Turns of Divine Provi- 
dence ſhall occur, as will render them both 
manifeſt and beautiful. This is the Impor- 
tance of the Jewiſh Saying, Wait until Elias 
come. The Similitude uſed by an Ancient, 
is; There are Depths in the Scriptures, where 
an Elephant may ſwim; there are alſo there- 
in Fords, where the Lamb may wade : Eve- 
ry thing which may render them a com- 
plete and perfect Rule of Faith and moral 
Duty, is therein, and no where elſe, 10 plainly 
ſet forth, that he who runs may read it; i. e. 
every fircere and honeſt Mind, wry cally _ 
obſer ve and underſtand it. 


11 muſt not cloſe this ſhort Enquiry, until 
I have cleared up two Objections, which J 
eaſily foreſee, may be offered, againſt what 
I have advanced in the three foregoing 
Sections. 5 


(. 12. I have, in thoſe Sections, repre- 
ſented Abrabam, as never ſatisfied in his own 
Mind and Conſcience, from the Beginning to 


the End of his 7 rial, with regard to the of- 


FOR 


to obey. 
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fering of a Human Sacrifice; and yet, at the 
ſame time, conſidered him, as obliged to en- 
ter upon, and ſtill to be perſevering in his 
Obedience, throughout all the Stages and 
Circumſtances previous to ſuch a Sacrifice, 
with the ſame Care and Diligence, as if he 
had been convinced, that the actual Perfor- 
mance, even of that Human Scrifice, was 


his Duty, and would be acceptable to God; 


viz. ſo long, and ſo far, as his Light ſerved 
him; and withal, in the foregoing Sections, 
which treat of the /layinz an Innocent 
Per/on, at God's Commind, and even of 
a Father's /laying his own Chill; I have re- 


preſented the Light which Abraham enjoy- 


ed, as ſufficient to render it his Duty, /o far 


I think, I have ſaid enough, both to vin- 
dicate the Equity of God, and the Conduct 
of Abraham, relating to this Command, as 
given to a Father, to fl:y his innocent Son: 
And what I am now farther to add, will 
only relate to the Human Sacrifice, and the 
Repreſentation I have given of the Patriarch 
as never ſatisfied in his own Mind, upon this 
Point. 


= When T/aac asked his Father (Verſe 7. 
Where is the Lamb for the Burnt Offer ins © 


The Anſwer made by 4briham, (Verſe 13.) 
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is moſt agrecable with our Sentiment, that 
the Patriarch was neyer eaſed of his Difficul- 
ty, with regard to the Human dacrifice, but 
ſill looked for ſome Change of that Part of 
the Command, viz. My Son, God will pro- 
vide bim a Lamb for the Burnt Offeri ins ; and 
the Ram caught by the Horns in the Thicket, 
provided in the Event by God, to be the 
Subject of the Sacrifice, plainly concurs to 
favour my Sentiment, 'as a Teſtimony that 
God did approve of the heſitating Horror 
the good Man was under, and the Confi- 
dence he had, in due Time to be relieved, at 
leaſt from this Part of his Difficulty, though 
he could not tell in what Manner, and had 
Cauſe to apprehend it would be a Man- 
8 ner very ſevere, from the exceeding Seve- 
rity of What preceded. 


I have ſaid, there are two Objeions, which 
1 eaſily foreſce, may be urged againſt what 
J have advanced, relating to this Point of 
the Human Sacrifice. And, as it is eaſy to 
urge them, I humbly conceive it is no leſs 
caly to anſwer them. 


Ihe firſt Objection is this; Was it poſli- 
ble to ſlay /aac at God's Command, and 
to do it, even upon the Altar, without 
performing a Human Sacri _=_ ? For, altho?, 

it could not indeed, be a Burnt Offering un- 
til 


4 
til the Wood was kindled to burn and con- 


ſume it; yet was not this enough to conſti- 
tute a Human Sacrifice. 


Before I give a direct Anſwer to this 


Queſtion, I ſhall here briefly drop a few 
Remarks, which will open my Way to it. 


My firſt, is a ſmall critical Remark, viz. 
that the Hebrew Prepoſition >y Grnal, which, 
in our Tranſlation, is rendered On, (laid him 
on the Altar) may ſignify, not only ſuper, 
i. e. On or Above ; but alſo fuxta, apud, pro- 
fe ; i. e. Beſide, Near, or Over-againſt ; and 


withal, it muſt neceſſarily be ſo rendered in 
many Texts of the Old Teſtament, even in 


the Books of Moſes. Paguinus, in his The- 


ſaurus, agrees this to be the genuine Signt- 


fication of that Febrew Particle, though in 
his interlineary Verſion, he follows the Senſe 


of the Vulgar Latin, the Bible of his own 


(the Romiſh) Church; in this agreeing with 
our Tranſlation, viz. ſuper altare, deſuper 
Ligna ; ; on the Attar, upon the Wood. 


In like en the Greek I TI 


el, by which the Sepruagint Verſion here 


renders the Hebret oy Gnal, may, and doth 
properly ſignify Adverſus, i. e. Towards, or 


Over-againſ}, eſpecially when it governs the 


Accuſative Caſe : So that the Place might 
well be rendered, aud laid him Ceſide, or To 
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wards, or Over-againſi the Altar; as if 
the Wood had been laid in ſuch Order, near 
the Altar, as the Body being laid upon it, 
might the more conveniently be ſlain, and 
dreſſed for being ſacrificed upon the Altar. 


This Rendering, ſeems to be favoured by 

an Obſervation, which is very obvious, viz. 
that nothing can be more evident, than that 
the Animal to be ſacrificed, of whatever 
Kind, was, by the Jewiſh Law, expreſly 
ordered, befors it could be laid on the Al- 
tar, to be Main; ; the Blood and Entrails diſ- 
poſed of, according to the Rules given; and 
to be allo flay'd, and divided into its Parts, 
Sc. and all this to be done, before it was laid 
on the Altar. All this, is ſo manifeſt, that 
it would be an Abuſe of Time and Labour, 
to refer to the Texts relating to it; whereas, 
in Contradiction to this Practice, the View 
that our Tranſlation gives, repreſents Mra- 
ham as going to ſlay {/aac upon the Altar. 


Now, as the ſlaying upon the Altar, was 
directly againſt the Fewz/h Law, given by 
the ſame God, who firſt inſtituted Sacrifices : 
So, in the Book of Gene/ts, and before the 
Law given, there is not the leaſt Inſinuation 
of any ſuch Practice, as may favour ſuch 
an Interpretation of this Text, as implies the 
laying on the Altar; and it will not be eaſy 


E 


to find any plain and certain Examples of 
it, even among the Pagan Nations, ancient 
or modern. 


If it ſhould be ſaid, that our Tranſlation 
is confirmed by the New Teſtament, viz. 
Fam. il. 21. Was not Abraham, our Father, 
Juſtified by Works, when he offered Iſaac his 
Son, upon the Altar? J anſwer, that as J/aac 
was not actually ſacrificed, and this Text 
muſt therefore be ſo explained, as may con- 
ſiſt with the true Fact; ſo the original 
Greek, in St. James, is likewiſe nl, as well 
as here in Gen. xxii. 9. according to the Sep- 
tuagiut, and governing the fame Accuſativ? 
Caſe, #71 To Ouoizothpcr, in both Places, and 
therefore may, both of them, receive the 
ſame Interpretation, vis. Beſide or Towards 
zhe Altar. It is evident, that the Words may 
bear the Expoſition I have ſuggeſted ; and 
if I have plainly enough repreſented this 
critical Remark, it is no leſs obvious, that 
it entirely takes off the Edge and Force of 
the propoſed Objection. | 


My ſecond Remark is, that, from ſome of 
the Jewiſh Rabbinical Authors, a groundleſs 
Notion hath ariſen, as if all the Circum- 
ſtances inſtituted by the Law of Moſes, 
which were previous to the final ſacrificing, 
were to be conſidered as ſo many conſtitu- 
3 - ant 
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ent inſeparable Parts of one and the ſame 
continued Sacrifice, conſiſting of ſuch a Se- 
ries and Courſe of Rites, until the Sacrifice 
was compleated ; vis. from the firſt preſent- 
ing of the Subject at the Door of the Ta- 
bernacle, and After the Building of the Tem- 
ple, from the firft preſenting it at the Entry 
of the firſt Court thereof, where an Altar ſtood, 

and ſo on, throughout all the Slaying, Eviſce- 
rating, Cleanſing, Diſpoſing of the Blood, 
Flay ing, Dividing into Parts, Oc. according 
to the Rules and Rites ſpecially inſtituted and 
preſcribed : And from this, they would infer, 
that a Human Sacrifice was not only begun, - 


but far proceeded in by Abraham, before he 


firetched out his Hand to take the Knife. 


Now, though there were ſome Pretence for 
this imaginary Notion, that all the ceremo- 


nia! Rites, inſtituted by Moſes, relating to 
Sacrifices, were, after ſuch Inſtitution, ac- 
counted as inſeparable Parts of the complete 


Sacrifice; becauſe thoſe Rites were then all 
of Divine Inſtitution; yet this Divine Inſti- 
tution, could not take Place in the Days of 
Abraham, who lived more than four Hun- 


dred Years before it; and, therefore, even 


admitting this imaginary Notion, yet the 
Conſequence would not be good, with re- 
ſpe& to Abraham; viz. ſo long before thoſe 
Rites were inſtituted. 


L 59 ] 


But, that this Notion is altogether ground- 
leſs, is evident from this; that among the 
Fews, the Morning and Evening Sacrifices had 
the preciſe Hours for offering them, expreſly 
preſcribed. And hence we read ſo often in 
the Old Teſtament, of %e Time of offering 
the Evening Sacrifice. Now, the long Train 
of Rites, from the firſt preſenting of the Sub- 
Jett to be offered at the Entry into the Tem- 
ple, the Slaying, Diſpoſing of the Blood, 
Eviſcerating, Cleanſing, Flaying, Dividing in- 
to the Parts, Oc. all of them preſcribed, (eſpe- 
cially on the Sabbath, when the Offerings were 
doubled) did neceſſarily require a conſidera- 
ble Time, and ſometimes hard Labour, in order 
to have the Subject prepared to the Hour ap- 
pointed; more eſpecially ſtill, if there were to 
be at the ſame time, Free-WilIOferings, Peace- 
Offerings, Sin- Offerings, Treſpaſs - Offerings, 
Sc. and theſe were, likewiſe, multiplied on the 
ſolemn Feſtivals; and yet, in Contradiſtinction 
from all theſch Vious Rites and laborious Pre- 
parations, he appointed Hour is called the Time 
of offering the Evening Sacrifice ; which plainly 
denotes, that the Mering the Sacrifice, did 
fall under a ſeparate Conſideration, as alto- 
gether diſtinct from all the previous Train 
of Rites and Preparations. 5 85 


Ind this is further confirmed, by the 


' Words of our Saviour, (who certainly knew 
| the 
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the Fewiſh Worſhip) Mat. v. 23, 24, If thou 
bring thy Gift to the Altar, and there remem- 
bereſt that thy Brother hath ought againſt thee ; 
leave there thy Gift before the Altar, and go 
thy Way, firſt, be reconciled to thy Brother, 
and then come and offer thy Gift. Doth not 
all this render it manifeſt, that the Ofering 
of the Sacrifice was altogether diſtinct from all 
the previous Labour, Rites and Circumſtan- 
ces whatſoeyer, that were preparatory to the 
Sacrificing, even under the Moſaic Law? 
And if ſo, what could render them 7»/eparable 
in the Days of Abraham? ; 


Having premiſed theſe two Remarks, 1 
proceed to anſwer the Queſtion, in which 
the Objection is laid, ifi αο%. And, 


Firſt, the critical Remark ſubverts the 
very Foundation of the Queſtion. If 1/aac 
was not actually laid por the Altar, but up- 
on the Wood that had been laid beſide, near, 
_ towards, or over-againſt it, then, it is obvious, 
that the Argument, drawn from the being 
laid n the Altar, doth yaniſh. 


Again; 240%, The other Remark, plainly 
leads us to diſtinguiſh between the offering 
the Sacrifice, and all that is previous there- 
unto. That Haying, is not Sacrificing, eſpe- 
cially, if the Intention is not to do Sacri- 
fice, is, in itfelf, evident. 

5 Where⸗ 
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Where-ever Sacrifices have been really 
performed, there was not only the Intention 
to Sacrifice, concurring with the Slaying ; but 
likewiſe, ſuch Prayers, and ſuitable Acts 
of Worſhip attending the outward Perform- 
ance, as did teſtify and expreſs the Inten- 
tion. But none will pretend to ſhew us, in 


this Chapter, any ſuch Concurrence in this 


Caſe of Abraham under View. 


When Joab fled to the 'Tabernacle for 


Safety, as a Sanctuary, and had taken hold of 
the Horns of the Altar, (1 Kings ii.) Bena- 
Jah did there ſlay him, at the Command of 
Solomon. And, in like manner, Zacharias, 
the Son of Barachias, was ſlain between 
the Temple and the Altar ; (Matt. xxiii. 

3:.) But, in neither of theſe Caſes, was 
as any Sacrifice performed; no, nor would 
it have been Sacrificing, if both the one, 
and the other of them, had been ſain upon 
#he Altar; becauſe there was neither In- 


Fention to 'do Sacrifice, nor ſuch Prayers 
and ſuitable Worſhip, concurring with 


the Slaying, as did always attend the Sa- 


 erifices, whether Expiatory or Euchariſtical. 
The laying on the Altar, nay, the ſlaying 


upon it, might have been, without pro- 


ceeding to do Sacrifice, as well as in our 


Communian Office, the Prieſt and People, 
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may proceed until the Nicene Creed is 
rehearſed, when the Sacrament is not to 
be celebrated ; a Practice very familiar, 


Again, it cannot be denied, that it was 
poſſible for God, if it had fo pleaſed him, 
to have commanded Abraham to ſlay his Son 
T/aac, even upon the Altar; and, at the 
fame time to have added a Prohibition to 
do Sacrifice thereby: And the Poſlibility of 
this, teſtifies, that the Slaying, even upon 
the Altar, doth not, of itſelf, neceſſarily 
render it a Sacrifice, without the Concur- 
rence of the Intention, and a ſuitable Wor- 
ſhip. In this Command of Trial, given to 
Abraham, God, who perfectly knew the In- 
tegrity of his Servant, and his Knowledge 
to diſcern what was agreeable, and what 
odious to his own infinitely pure and holy 
Nature, did not find it needful, to add the 
Prohibition to do Human Sacrifice: But, rather 
on the contrary, #o heighten the Trial, made 
Semblance, by the Words he uttered, as if 
a Burnt-Offering of J/aac, were to follow, 
whereas the Event ſheweth, that this was 
far from God's Intention. And ſo Abraham 
might well receive the Divine Approba- 
tion, without being at all convinced, or ſa- 
tisfied in his own Mind, that the Offering of 
| the Human Sacrifice, could be acceptable to 
God; or that it could be God's Intention; 


2 
nay, to have concluded otherwiſe, would 
have been an Affront and Indignity to 
God; and, therefore could not admit of the 
Divine Approbation. I think thus much 
may ſuffice, for e the firſt Objec- 
tion. 


I now proceed to the other, which, I 
think, is the only Difficulty relating to this 
Subject, that now remains to be cleared. 


F. 13. In treating of the Offering up a Ha- 
man Sacrifice unto the Holy and Merciful 
God; I have juſtly repreſented that inhu- 


man practice, as an Abomination to him. 


And this naturally ſuggeſts the only Queſti- 


on that now remains to be cleared, relating 


to thois intricate Subject, 912. 


How can KEE conſiſt with the Chriſtian 
Doctrine of the great propitiatory Sacrifice 
offered unto God by the Mediator Jeſus 

Chriff, for the Redemption of Mankind? 

Was not this a Human Sacri wo ce? And was 
it not highly acceptable to God? Is it not 
the great Foundation of all the Aſſurance 
Sinners can have, of Peace and Reconcilia- 
tion with God ? Was not our Saviour him- 


ir a Man? And did not he become a 


| Sacrifice? 7. 


This 
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This is one of the great Arguments, by 
which the Sociniaus, and others, who join 
in their Syſtem, endeavour to fix an Ab- 
ſurdity upon the Common Faith of Chri- 
ſtians relating to the Satisfaction made to 
the Divine Juſtice, by the Death and Suf- 
ferings of our Saviour. And the Deiſis 

urge the ſame Argument againſt the Ortho- 
dox Chriſtians, as an Abſurdity upon the 
Divine Revelation in General. 


The defi gned Brevity of that fair Rea- 
 foning upon the Caſe of Abraham commanded 
fo offer up Iſaac, e I have undertak- 
en, as my only preſent Province, doth 
not allow me here to deſcend into any 
full and accurate Diſſertation upon the 
Controverſy concerning the Satisfaction 
made for Sinners by our Saviour. I am 
only here to defend what I have adyan- 
ced, for clearing the Caſe of Abraham and 
Ifaac, from all Abſurdity ; and therefore 
I ſhall be fully acquitted of all that is in- 
cumbent on me, if I can plainly ſhew, 

that there is no Inconſiſtency in the Doc- 
| trine commonly received by Chriſtians, con- 
cerning the propitiatory Sacrifice of our Sa= 
viour, on the one Hand, and the Repre- 
ſentation 1 have given on the other Hand, 
of the monſtrous Practice of a Victima 2 
mana, 
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mana, 6 Human Sacrifice, as an Abomination 
unto God: And that I may do this the 
more clearly and effectually, 


I begin with an Obſervation, vis. That 
the moſt Learned of the S0cinians them- 
ſelves, do not only own it to be no Abſur- 
dity, but to be highly congruous, that TJe/zs 
Chriſt, as the great Prophet, ſent by God, 
to give a new Law for reforming Mankind, 
and to be an illuſtrious Example of Patience, 
Reſignation, and all other Virtues, ſhould 
be perſecuted like a Prophet; and, at 
length, ſuffer a painful and ignominious 
Death, by the Hands of cruel Men, to ſeal 
his Doctrine with his Blood; and that after 
his remaining under the Power of Death 
for ſome Space, he ſhould (as he did) 
ariſe again to Life, and thereby give the 
ſtrongeſt Evidence of his Divine Miſſion, as 
the Meſſiah promiſed, with ſuch a Confir- 
mation of the Truth of the Religion he 
hath inſtituted, as cannot be reſt ſted; and 
that thereby all the Types and Prophecies 
relating to him, were fulfilled. All this 
oP own. | 


Where then is the Abſurdity ; ; or where 
the Incongruity; if this great Prophet, 
the Innocent and Holy Jeſus, did conſe- 
crate and offer up to his Heavenly Fa- 

1 ther 
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ther himſelf, and all his Sufferings, with 
Supplications, ffrong Crying and Tears (Eb. 
v. 7.) to be accepted as a propitiatory Sa- 
crifice for the whols World of Sinners, 
and even for thoſe who crucified him? 
To illuſtrate this, in ſome Degree, tho 


no other Example can be brought that is 
equal to it; 


If any Martyr, Prophet or Apoſtle; if 
all the Martyrs who ſuffered Torments 
and Death, for profeſſing and adhering to 
the Truth, did thus, in their laſt Moments, 
not only pray for their Perſecutors, but 
offer up themſelves, and all their Suffer- 
ings, to God, with fervent Supplications, 
not only that they might be thoroughly 
purified in the Furnace of their Afflictions, 
by the Baptiſm in their own Blood, but 
Phe that their Death and Sufferings might 
be for the Glory of God, and the Good 
of his Church (by the Furtherence of the 
Goſpel) as the only Sacrifice then left in 
their Power to offer ; and all this, for the 
Sake and Mediation of their Saviour: where 
1s the Abſurdity ? Could this fail to be ac- 
ceptable to him, who puts their Tears in 
his Bottle ; and had ſaid, rhe Death of 
bis Sainte is precious in his Sight 5 Was 


not this a dying Sacrifice, holy, acceptable un 
to 


Law. 
did contrive to effectuate this, in a Wa 
that equally teſtifies God's Hatred of Sin, 
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to God, and a reaſonable Service? Only 
with this Difference, that they were not 
placed in the vicarious Stead of Mankind, 
and that there was no Merit of Condigni- 


ty in, to go for the Redemption, either of 


themſelves, or of others, becauſe, when we 
have done all that we can do, we are but 
unprofitable Servants. The Circumſtance of 
Merit, with Regard to our Saviour's Death 
and Sufferings, 1s altogether upon another 
Footing : Tho' he ſuffered only in his Hu- 
man Nature, his Soul and his Body; yet 


the Perſon who did ſuffer, was God as well 


as Man. It was this that rendered the 


Sacrifice propitiatory, that gave the Merit 
to his precious Blood and Sufferings. 


It was neceſſary, that an Expiation and 
Atonement ſhould be made, to ſatisfy 


the Divine Juſtice, and to vindicate the 


Honour and Authority of the Divine 
And infinite Wiſdom and Mercy 


and his Pity of Sinners, by ſubſtituting 
his own dear Son in the Place of Sinners, 


to ſuffer the Death they deſerved. And 


the Merit of the Perſon ſo ſuffering, is 


accepted for Atonement. And it 1s from 
the condeſcending Goodneſs of God, in the 
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Covenant of Redemption, that the tempo- 
ral Death and Sufferings of the Redeemer, 
doth reſcue Sinners from Death eternal, up- 
on their performing the Conditions ſtipu- 
lated. And, in this Way, contrived by 
infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, the meri- 
torious Sacrifice of the Redeemer is ac-=  ; 
cepted and effectual. This is the plain 
Doctrine of Chriſtianity, the Subſtance and 
Abridgment of the common Faith of Chri- 
ſtians upon this great Article, ſtrip'd of 
all Scholaſtick Obſcurity : And, as it 1s 
% the great Foundation of the Aſſurance of 
Peace and - Reconciliation with God, which 
no other Syſtem, but this of Chriſtia- 
nity, can afford, ſo there is no Abſurdity in 
iT, 
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But was not this a Human Sacrifice ; 
and yet accepted? I anſwer, that. it was 
not, ſtrictly and properly, Vidtima huma- 
na, a Human Sacrifice, in the Senſe where- 
in that Expreſſion is uſed and under- 
ſtood by Mankind, but as truly diffe- 
rent from it, as the Eaſt is from the Weſt. 
„The immoral, ſavage Part, was altogether 
_ ®aQed by cruel Blood-thirſty Men, who 
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bad neither Command non Intention to do 
Sacrifice. The only Offerer of the Sacri= | 
„ice was the Holy Ju, in his prieſtly Of- 
| a 1 22 - 3 en mp | by : fice, 
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fice, as he was himſelf the Offering; the 
Lamb of God without Spot and Blemiſh, that 
was offered to take away the Sins of the 
World. He was neither offered unto God 
in Sacrifice by ſinful Men, nor did he 
at a violent Part upon his own Life ; an 
' inhuman, barbarous Wickedneſs that now 
our modern Deiſis practiſe, and pretend 
to juſtify. He only willingly ſubmitted 
to the ſpiteful Rage and Violence of 
thoſe who took his Life, tho* he could have 
called for Legions of Angels to his Reſcue. 1 
It was to this End, that he was ſent into * 
the World, that he might become our Sa- 
viour, deliver us from the Bondage of 
our Spiritual Enemies, and reſtore us in- 
to a Capfieity of Salvation: And he did 
) willingly undergo the Pains of Death; God 
laid on him the Iniquities of us all, and he 
did willingly drink the Cup that his Fa- 
| ther gave him; and thereby was both a 
Martyr and Redeemer. 


But I muſt remember, that it is not 

my prefent Province, as I have ſaid be- CH 

fore, to treat of this Great propitiatory F? 
Sacrifice, either to eſtabliſh or defend it, &/ 

_ againſt Socinians or Deiſts, My Task is 
„„ | only to ſhew, that the Doctrine of Chfi= 7 5 
ſtianity relating to it, is no Ways incon». 
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ſiſtent with. this great Truth; 218. that 2 
Fitima humana, all Human ern fees. offer- 
by fallen Man unto God. (ase hat 
A befſion is uſed and underſtood b 

Mankind) is an en to him. And 
this, 1 think s {fu ciently done; and 
to * more, „Would be altogether unneceſ⸗- 


tary.” 
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